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An Ironical View of the Question; or, 
••How to Giro Oar Boys an Education.” 

The question which gives a, title to 
this paper is one which seems to be of 
special interest to all who, directly or 
indirectly? are concerned with the youth 
of the present day. Scores of people 
have rushed headlong into print to an¬ 
swer it, but all have signally failed. 
Notwithstanding this, the present writer, 
undeterred by the misfortunes of others, 
will try, in the following lines, to point 
out a solution to the problem, and so re¬ 
lieve many anxious minds from the load 
of care which has oppressed them. 

In the first place it must be clearly 
understood that no boy should enter a 
really good school under the age of four¬ 
teen. The reasons for this are obvious. 
If a pupil comes into a school as a child, 
he wiH probably very soon be ready to 
pass on into the higher classes, which 
means expense, Again, he may become 
attached to his school, and even be sor¬ 
ry to leave it when the day comes for 
him to go out into the world. For these 
reasons, therefore, and others that I 
might mention, the boy should enter 
school about the age of fourteen. He 
will, of course, leave at the end of the 
year, to go to business, and this will be 
ample.time for his masters to equip him 
thoroughly for the battle of life which 
he will soon have to face. 

Previous to being settled at 4 first- 
class school, the more schools of the 
other class he attends the better, so 
that they do not attempt to teach him 
tl^e rudimentary subjects, but confine 
themselves to those more purely orna¬ 
mental, such as painting and music. If 
they Should teach him the rudiments, 
let it always be on the plan of discon¬ 
tinuing the teaching and practice of one 
subject as soon as another is taken up. 
This forgetting one thing ns soon as an¬ 
other is learned saves the pupil (but not 
his master) from that terrible strain on 
the mind which causes' such distress 
and suffering in so many cases. ' 

When a boy is finally settled at school, 
great pains must be takeo not to inter¬ 
fere with the work of the master in 
whose class he is placed. As a matter 
of principle, a guardian should be In 
absolute ignorance of what Ills ward Is 
doing at school. Of course be should 
see that the boy is Well furnished with 
books. And here another word of cau¬ 
tion is necessary. Never let a parent or 
guardian be led away by the popular 
clamor for new’ books. Why should 
our boys have new books? What about 
the-hooks we used ourselves at school? 
Our fathers used them before us. their 
fathers before them. Are they to be 
throwu on one side as useless, and are 
we to be put to the trouble and expense 
of purchasing others in their place? 
Perish the>thought f A reboot Abana and 
Pbarpar, rivers of Damascus, better 
than all the waters of Israel? Are not 
Walklnghame’s Arithmetic, and Cob- 
bett’s Grammar, and AndersonGeo¬ 
graphy better than all the new books 
that were ever purchased? Where can 
we find a book at once so interesting 
and so accurate as Little Arthur’s His¬ 
tory? What modern Larin Grammar 
can compare with Lilley’s Manual? Mil- 
ton learned from it. Why should our 
boys prefer another? Boys, are consid¬ 
ered far too m uch nowadays. 

It will be necessary to check one bad 
habit in which all schoolt?oy9 indulge to 
a greater or less extent; I mean the 
habit of punctuality. I admit it is not 
an easy matter to suppress this, but by 
patient effort much may oe done. The 
wisest plan, if a boy persists in rising 
early, is, never to have his breakfast 
ready in time. But in,spite of every 
effort it may sometimes happen that a 
boy Is early at school two or three times 
in succession. To counteract the/ bane¬ 
ful effects of this, let him be at home a 
day or two. By so doing two persons 
will be made happy; first, the boy, and 
second, his teacher. 

Just a closing word about Home Les¬ 
sons. If ^rossible these should be ab¬ 
solutely prohibited. But I must con- 
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